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generations.    In any case, he was at birth only a
potential Shakespeare.    He might have died of the
measles, or been made  stupid by a sunstroke, or
have taken to drink in bad company, or have run
away to sea, or been sent to the University and be-
come a mere bishop or professor of casuistry;   in
short, though he "could not easily have  done  very
much better work than he did, he might have done
inconceivably less.    That is to say, his congenital
qualities implied certain powers; but what he would
do with them remained to be partly determined by an
indefinite variety of external  circumstances acting
upon him in various ways.    Hence, we have always
the   complex   problem,   what,   given   certain  raw
material in the shape of new-born babies, will be the
characteristics of the finished product in the shape
of a grown-up population ?    If the social state is de-
termined from the inherited qualities directly, we
should be able, for example, to infer from a given pro-
portion of criminals, that a certain number of children
were born with a corresponding physical constitution,
with "foreheads villainous low," and prognathous
jaws, and with the other peculiar signs which mark
the felon from his birth.    In that case, again, we
should infer, I suppose, that the only possible means
of improving the social state would be by somehow
improving the breed ; perhaps, by appointing some